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facturing class formed an exception in the midst of
those aristocratic communities; as it had no certain
patronage, it was not outwardly protected, and was
often unable to protect itself. Hence a habit sprang
up of considering manufacturing property as some-
thing of a peculiar nature, not entitled to the same
deference, and not worthy of the same securities as
property in general; and manufacturers were looked
upon as a small class in the bulk of the people, whose
independence was of small importance, and who might
with propriety be abandoned to the disciplinary
passions of princes. On glancing over the codes of
the Middle Ages, one is surprised to see, in those
periods of personal independence, with what incessant
royal regulations manufactures were hampered, even
in their smallest details : on this point centralization
was as active and as minute as it can ever be. Since
that time a great revolution has taken place in the
world ; manufacturing property, which was then only
in the germ, has spread till it covers Europe : the
manufacturing class has been multiplied and enriched
by the remnants of all other ranks ; it has grown and
is still perpetually growing in numbers, in importance,
in wealth. Almost all those who do not belong to it
are connected with it at least on some one point; after
having been an exception in society, it threatens to
become the chief, if not the only, class; nevertheless,
the notions and political precedents engendered by it
of old still cling about it. These notions and these
precedents remain unchanged, because they are old,
and also because they happen to be in perfect accord-
ance with the new notions and general habits of our
contemporaries. Manufacturing property, then, does
not extend its rights in the same ratio as its import-
ance. The manufacturing classes dp not become less
dependent, while they become more numerous ; but,